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and occupation, definite standards of comparison are gained,
without which the officer of health could not estimate the
healthiness or unhealthiness of the population under his charge.
" In chemistry (accompanied by microscopical observation),
because without such aid there can be no accurate judgment as
to impurities of air and water, dangerous impregnations of soil,
or poisonous admixtures in food; and because the same science
also guides the application of deodorizing and disinfectant
agents.
" In natural philosophy, because many nuisances are traced
and many questions as to ventilation and overcrowding are I
answered by its laws; further, because by its aid the officer of
health studies the atmospheric changes, and learns the climate
of his district, important steps in proceeding to speak of its
diseases; and, finally, because natural philosophy, in conjunc-
tion with chemistry, renders him competent to report on many
manufacturing processes alleged to be hurtful to health, and on
the sufficiency of such means as are employed to reduce the
evils ascribed to them.
" The branches of knowledge here spoken of are parts of 
every extended medical education, for curative and preventive
medicine are founded on a common basis; but they are not the
parts which have most direct relation to the treatment of
disease. The most distinguished practitioner of a neighbour-
hood may, indeed, happen to be also the person best qualified
for a sanitary appointment; but the reverse must often be the
case, for not all members of the medical profession can afford
equal leisure to cultivate those distinctive studies ; and it will
imply no disparagement of men, actively and skilfully engaged
in the treatment of disease, if the special qualifications in ques-
tion should sometimes be found in other members of their pro-
fession rather than in them.
" On the other hand, it is important for local boards to know
that the best training for the general duties of the medical
profession is also the best training for the duties of an officer
of health; and, in choosing among candidates who have not
previously held sanitary appointments, those who have to
elect may properly rest on the evidences of general aptitude
for a medical career, especially when testifying to methodical
and industrious habits, to competent powers, with some
previous discipline in scientific observations, to sober judg-
ment, and to thorough conscientiousness in the investigation
and statement of facts.
The duties ot an otlicer ot health will not usually be incon-
sistent with his devoting a portion of his time to certain other
professional engagements. But, where possible, it will be well
to debar him from the private practice of his profession,-I,
because the claims of such practice would be constantly adverse
to those of his public appointment, the duties of which (especi-
ally at times of epidemic disease, when his official activity
would be most needed) private practice could scarcely fail to
interrupt and embarrass; 2, because the personal relations of
private practice might render it difficult for him to fulfil his
frequent functions of complaint; and 3, because, with a view
to the cordial goodwill and co-operation of his medical
brethren, it is of paramount importance that the officer of
health should not be their rival in practice, and that his oppor-
tunities of admonitory intercourse with sick families should
not even be liable to abuse for the purposes of professional
competition.
" Objections of this nature will not generally hold against
the officer of health being professionally connected with the
medical school or hospital of his town. Provided such engage-
ments are not of too engrossing an amount, it will conduce to
the efficiency and public estimation of an officer of health that
he be thus kept conversant with the practical aspects of his
profession, and have given some security for keeping pace with
its scientific progress. 
" It may happen that the extent of duty to be required from
the officer of health in a particular district would not justify
the local board in allotting such a salary to the office as would
enable its holder to dispense with the income derivable from
private practice. But in cases of this description, the object
would be equally fulfilled if the local boards of neighbouring
towns or districts would combine in engaging and remunera-
ting a properly qualified person, on the understanding that
he should be precluded from private practice, and should act
as officer of health for the two or more boards concurring in the
appointments.
Dec. 20, 1855. " W. COWPER, President." 
THE NEW SURGEON EXTRAORDINARY TO THE QUEEN.
- Mr. Fergusson has been appointed Surgeon Extraordinary to
W
THE (WOOLER) SLOW POISONING CASE.
A correspondence has passed between Baron Martin and
Dr. Jackson, with reference to the closing remarks of the
learned baron in summing up the Burden slow poisoning case.
Dr. Jackson complains that inasmuch as Mrs. Wooler was
proved to have been scientifically poisoned, his lordship’s
" surmise " must first affect the medical men, and he therefore
earnestly asks for an explanation in a matter affecting his
character, welfare, and happiness.
His lordship, writing on the 19th inst., says :-
"75, Eaton-square, December 19.
"SIR,-I have to acknowledge your letter of the 17th
instant, and I think that, under the circumstances, I ought
to depart from the usual and almost universal rule amongjudges, not to notice such a communication. Your complaint
is confined to the expression which you describe as the closing
expression of my summing up-viz., ’that there was another
person whom I would be inclined to find guilty rather than
the prisoner.’ I am certain I never made use of such an
expression, or anything tantamount to it.
" It is impossible for me to state with verbal accuracy what
I then said : I can be certain of my meaning only.
"The substance of what I meant to say, and believe did
say, was this-that in a case of presumptive evidence imputing
the guilt of murder, the law required the presumptiops to be
the plain and natural consequences following from the facts
proved, and that it was not to be made out by fancy or
surmise or suspicion, but by facts that amounted to proof;
that I had endeavoured in my own mind to arrive at some con-
clusion on the subject, and that it appeared to me there was
no proof against anyone ; but that if I were to indulge in
mere surmise and fancy, not the prisoner, but some other
person would first occur to my mind. If the entire of what I
said upon this subject had been reported, I cannot but think
it would have been obvious to anyone that I did express what
I intended to express-viz., no imputation of guilt upon any
one, but a strong illustration of the extreme danger of con-
victing Mr. Wooler upon any fancy or surmise from the facts
and circumstances proved, by suggesting that a fancy or sur-
mise more plausible than conld be entertained against Mr.
Wooler, though equally insufficient to bring home guilt or the
suspicion of it, might be directed against another.
" Your obedient servant,




HOM&OElig;OPATHY AND THE POOR-LAW
COMMISSIONERS.
"Audi alteram partem. ;
’1’0 the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-The surreptitious introduction of hom&oelig;opathy into a
district of the union in which I hold an appointment, and its
partial recognition by the Commissioners of the Poor-law
Board, have induced me, as a matter of duty, to request the
favour of a space in your journal for the publication of the
following particulars to the profession.
In August last, a vacancy in the appointment of medical
officer to the first district and workhouse of the Westbourne
Union, was filled up by the election of Mr. William Hempson
Denham, late of Willow-lane, Norwich, on the production of
testimonials from the late Sir A. Cooper, Aston Key, Bransby
Cooper, T. Callaway, Dr. Crosse, of Norwich, and Dr. Beding-
field, of Stowmarket, and from many other eminent members
of the profession. At a meeting of the guardians in the latter
part of last month, in consequence of the general expression of
dissatisfaction by the sick poor at the treatment they received,
and the alarm created by the unusual sequence of several un-
expectedly fatal cases, an inquiry into the causes was instituted
and an explanation sought for, the results of which were, the
avowal, " that the poor were treated in accordance with the
principles of homoeopathy," and the opinion of the majority of
the guardians, that Mr. Denham was an improper person to
retain the office. The Commissioners were communicated with,
and their reply was, " that they could not sanction the adop-
tion of the system of homoeopathy exclusively, but permitted to
the poor the choice of that method, or the ordinary system of
